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It’s a great honour to receive this award. We are 
the leading education provider in logistics in the 
region with over 1000 students graduating from 
Westford at the Master level programs in Logis-
tics and Supply Chain. We are also the pioneers 
in Logistics training programs in the UAE and 
middle east with clients from government, semi 
government and private sector. In the coming 
years, Westford is planning to expand and bring 
in logistics program to the undergraduate 
degrees.

The award is a testimony of the service to our 
students, alumni, and stakeholders from all over 
the world. - Mr. Hanil Das  |  Executive Director  
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AWARDS & ACCOLADES

ogistics & Transport Awards 2021 recognizes past triumphs and acknowledges the future strategies 
of logistics and supply chain companies from around the region. The awards catered to individuals 
and companies from a variety of sectors— from transportation, cargo, and warehouses, to e-com-

merce, supply chain, and technology. This year they had a category to award education providers within the 
industry of supply chain and logistics. 

The esteemed awards ceremony celebrating the logistics and transport industry was held on 28th September 
2021, at the Sofitel Hotel, Dubai.  Westford is humbled and grateful to receive this award as “Education 
Provider of the Year in Logistics & Supply Chain Management – 2021”!

L

WUC IS THE EDUCATION PROVIDER OF
THE YEAR IN LOGISTICS & SUPPLY CHAIN
MANAGEMENT - 2021



fter a successful launch in 2019, KT UniExpo 
returned in October 2021. It was a comprehensive 
two-day event where students aged 16+, parents, 

and teachers considering higher education or further 
study were in attendance. 
 “The response we received was amazing! A lot of 
students from high school came to attend the event. The 
students were inquiring about scholarship programs and 
subjects such as engineering, management, and design 
which Westford proudly o�ers,” said Gorette Fernandes, 
Manager- Admissions, Westford University College.

Hosting over 80 local and international higher education institutions and a live seminar area, KT UniEx-
po is one of the country’s leading education event providing the best of higher education from around 
the world. The two-day exhibition was conducted at Conrad Hotel, Sheikh Zayed Road, Dubai. Through 
the hybrid format of KT UniExpo, the UAE residents had the option to attend a face-to-face exhibition 
or get a similar experience via the online platform.
 “We didn’t have a moment to breathe. It was super busy and super fun. The kids were so excited to learn 
about di�erent programs Westford is o�ering.” says Praveen Kumar, Sr. O�cer-Admissions at Westford 
University College.

RETURNS FOR ITS THIRD EDITION!
KHALEEJ TIMES UNIEXPO 2021

A
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THE WUC - UCAM PARTNERSHIP HAS
ACHIEVED AN INCREDIBLE MILESTONE -
1000 MBA STUDENTS STUDYING AS OF
OCT 2021

elebrate achievements along the way, this 
saying truly describes Westford University's 
UCAM portfolio success. Within a span of 

two years, UCAM has grown to more than 1000 
students. UCAM Spain, in partnership with West-
ford University College, o�ers MBA programs 
across diverse contemporary specializations. Under 
the dynamic leadership, innovative approaches 
have made this program one of the most popular 
choices for working executives. The growth of the 
student community can be attributed to the inter-
active classroom experience, the dynamic teaching 
methods and above all, the 12 specializations avail-
able to professionals. Although the pandemic 
adversely impacted the education sector, the WUC 
takes pride in achieving this milestone.

C E�cacious operations and delivery have been 
made possible through blended learning 
options and technological support in the form 
of recorded lectures. UCAM has expanded not 
only its student community but also its opera-
tions team in the last year. Working execu-
tives benefit from the flexibility, suitability, 
cost-e�ectiveness, and competitive programs 
we provide.

We can certainly celebrate our successes and 
our aggressive strategies in carving a niche in 
the face of challenging times, but we still have 
a long way to go! Successful alumni, incredible 
batches of students, and experienced faculty 
will always be part of the institution's success.  



QS GIVES UCAM A
4 STAR RATING

n partnership with UCAM (Spain), Westford University College (WUC) o�ers a Master of Business Admin-
istration (MBA) program with a variety of specializations. WUC takes immense pride in its partnership 
with UCAM, Spain, a university that was established in 1996. A recent revision to UCAM's rating for its 

"educational model of excellence" has further strengthened the program's foundation.

British consultancy Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) specializes in analyzing higher education institutions in the 
world, and UCAM has been rated as 4 out of 5 for its teaching, inclusivity, social responsibility, international-
ization, and outstanding programs. 

In addition to the high satisfaction level among students due to the 
university's highly e�ective student-to-teacher ratio, it has distin-
guished attributes in terms of teaching and learning methods. In 
addition, the "high employability ratio" is indicated within the 
learning system due to the services and courses o�ered by the 
university. An important part of the 5-star rating is the multicul-
tural student community and the inclusive pedagogy.

According to Times Higher Education (THE), we also ranked 
1001-1200th in World University Rankings - 2022. In the world 
ranking of universities, 4 factors were considered: teaching, 
research, publications, budgets, and international outlook.

WUC is pleased to o�er working executives a dynamic and indus-
try-relevant courses through its association with UCAM.  

I
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ver 200 prospective students attended a virtual 
open day hosted by Westford University College 
on the 25th of September to learn about the MBA 

programs o�ered by UCAM, Spain. 

Dr. Arpita, the Course leader of the MBA program 
welcomed the participants and introduced the purpose 
and scope of the virtual open day, and continued to mod-
erate the session for the next 90 minutes. 

Dr. Lee Crofts, Consultant Director of Online MBA 
Programs introduced the MBA program in detail explain-
ing the scope and expectations of the course as well as 
emphasizing the unique MBA specializations o�ered at 
UCAM. The specializations included: Healthcare Man-
agement; Supply Chain Management, Shipping and 
Logistics; Engineering Management; Information Tech-
nology, Quality Management; HR and Organizational 
Psychology; Data Analytics and International Business. 
The pathways leading to the MBA and the respective 
certifications from three di�erent awarding bodies were 
also discussed.

Zawahir Siddique, Associate Dean followed up 
with a virtual tour of Westford University 
College’s in multiple locations and shared the 
milestones of over a decade, and the Westford 
Journey. The collaborations and partnerships of 
Westford with other universities and awarding 
bodies as well as the plethora of prestigious 
awards won by Westford were shared with the 
enthusiastic participants.

The final half an hour was dedicated to the 
much-awaited Q&A session which was moderat-
ed by Dr. Arpita and all the relevant and inquisi-
tive queries were addressed in a very engaging 
and informative manner.

UCAM is one of the major university partners of 
Westford. Below is the moment from the UCAM 
university o�cials' visit to Westford University 
College in September 2021 which was also 
presented as a recent experience with the partici-
pants of the virtual open day.

O

MBA-UCAM
VIRTUAL OPEN DAY
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OPEN DAYS @ WUC

Dr. Lee Crofts
Consultant Director -
Online MBA Programs

Dr. Arpita Mehrotra
Sr. Faculty & Course Leader -

UCAM MBA Programs

Mr. Zawahir Siddique
Associate Dean & Head of

blended learning
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TEAM - BUILDING DAY OUT WITH THE
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT TEAM

estford organized a Team Building 
Workshop for our Business Develop-
ment Team on Thursday, 16th Septem-

ber, at the Pullman hotel Dubai, UAE. It was a day 
with dual agenda; one was to conduct a workshop 
to motivate people to work together, to develop 
their strengths and to address any challenges. 
Followed by a dinner to celebrate the accom-
plishments of the BD Team for achieving the 
record admissions in the month of August 2021!
 The Team Building Workshop was designed by 
John Flores and facilitated by Hanil Das, support-
ed by Sakeena Mohmmad and Meera Ravindran. 
The BD Team were divided into 4 teams of 6 or 7 
members each with a team leader for each team. 
The activities were devised to address specific 
needs of the BD department – communication, 
collaboration, listening, patience, and engage-
ment.

W
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Here’s a glimpse of what the group leaders had to share
about their teams’ experiences

           It says teamwork divides the task and multiplies the success and that's 
what happened that day. There were 7 members in my teams with 7 di�er-
ent thoughts, talents, ideas but what we had in common was our goal. It was 
amazing to see how everyone was supporting each other and giving their 
best in the task and encouraging each other. What more is needed in a 
team? Winning and losing is part of the game but whats important is to 
learn to be humble if you are winning and to be inspired if you are losing 
and I am glad to say every member of the team was happy of whatever we 
achieved. The overall learning of the day was every little e�ort, positive 
attitude, healthy sportsmanship, and trust in each other is the key to any 
team's success”.

- Poonam Verma   |   Sr. Officer - Admissions

           The event was full of fun activities and o�ered an environment for 
something common to talk about other than work which allowed each one 
of us to connect in a di�erent setting and to see each other in a di�erent 
light. Teams were asked to think about the implications of these activities 
at workplace. Most importantly, we were able to take the skills learned 
from these events and apply them to everyday tasks, such as creativity, 
thinking strategically, adapting quickly, and working collaboratively with 
peers”.

- Akansha Suneja   |   Asst. Manager - Admissions

          The Sales Team Meeting primed us to think about communicating 
both internally and externally. It encouraged us to be more self-aware in 
our communications and interactions while creating a more positive 
workplace. The activities were hands-on, thought-provoking which left us 
inspired and influential with many takeaways the team can apply immedi-
ately. We look forward to renewed energy among the group going forward

- Divya Nair   |   Sr. Manager – Admissions

           The idea was to build and grow as a team and we were super excited 
for it. We had team building games which were fun. The games were 
simple, it helped us form connections. We learnt how to plan, hear every-
one’s ideas & opinions, strategize, assign tasks, and then implement 
together to achieve the goals. We learnt how to support each other for the 
betterment. Each team leader and team did their best. After the party we 
learned a lot and came out as better team players.

- Prateek Soni   |   Officer - Admissions
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 place to gather your thoughts, 
grow and cultivate, and the 
ideal spot to enjoy nature, a 

garden often serves as a reprieve from 
the outside world. While gardening 
might seem easy, a lot of work goes 
into creating your very own oasis. 
Whether you're a blossoming beginner 
or an established pro, there's always 
something new to learn.

Featuring top gardening tips and 
tricks, the latest segment of Westford 
Unwind was all about helping employees create the oasis 
they've always wanted.

WESTFORD UNWIND

WESTFORD UNWIND

Divya Nair
Sr. Manager – Admissions

A

Some Major Takeaways from 
the session were:
• Introduction to Balcony Garden.

• Things to consider while selecting
plants for balcony gardening (choice of 
species).

• Things to avoid in a space-constrained
garden.

• Managing plants during summer.

• Adding aesthetics to the garden.

• Planters using various DIY techniques.

• The watering schedule for dierent
species of plants.

• Important tools required for garden-
ing.

Why do I love Gardening? Confessions
of a Gardener.
 
As many of us live in urban areas and spend most of our 
days in an o�ce, we rarely have the opportunity to 
relish the beauty of nature. Having your garden and 
looking after it can help you stay connected with the 
world around you. 
 I started gardening for the same reason, to feel connect-
ed with our environment, our planet, and ultimately, our 
universe. The idea of giving back a little to our 
ever-so-caring Mother Nature helps me feel humane. 
Observing nature closely every day teaches me to be 
wild yet humble, ambitious yet grounded, and playful 
yet calm. It teaches to be patient upon losing something 
or someone valuable, as to dust we belong and from dust 
we will grow again. It makes me appreciate all kinds of 
life forms.
 There is always something new to be discovered in the 
garden every day. Whether it’s a newly developing 
flower bud, or restlessly watching your green tomatoes 
turn red, or measuring the progress of your steadily 
growing hibiscus; the garden always has something new 
in-store every day. Most importantly, the sweet reward 
of your very own awaited harvest is always a delightful 
treat that money can never buy.
 I can’t do without greenery around me. Even a speck of 
green excites me. I love gardening and everything about 
it!
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WESTFORDIANS
EXPLORING THE ART OF
PUBLIC SPEAKING

The winning team; David, Mehnaaz, Sai, and Rosalyn 
presented on the most crucial topic: IS SUSTAINABILI-
TY LIFESTYLE A REALISTIC EXPECTATION & later 
came up with the solution of using the app called 
‘SnapGrab’ which allows the user to find clothes that 
can be re-worn instead of buying the brand new 
apparel and paying hefty amount. 

These events help in keeping students engaged and 
enhances their confidence in public speaking.

 public speaking competition was held at the Al Zahia Campus of Westford University College for the 
first time ever. There were six groups, each with five members presenting a predetermined topic. The 
topics ranged from sustainability to how technology has evolved since Covid. Education as a catalyst for 

sustainable change or Can organizations balance the three pillars of sustainability in a post-pandemic world? 
This discussion helped our students show their true potential and think outside the box. It was challenging for 
the judges to assess our students as every participant was nothing short of spectacular.

A 



“CLASH OF THE MASTERS”
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WESTFORD TOASTMASTERS CLUB -
ANNUAL DEBATE COMPETITION 2021

Neha Rahman
Bsc in Business

Management, CCCU

n 2021, Westford University’s College has witnessed many of its firsts. The first 
ever public speaking competition and now the first annual debate competition.  

The theme of the day was “Clash of the Masters”! There were a total of 5 teams 
with 3 members each; the opening speaker, the rebuttal speaker, and the closing 
speaker.  It was a competition that brought many people together after a very long 
time.

The first runner up team members were TM Saad Shahid, TM Arathi Kishore, TM 
Rakshan Altaf and the winning team members were TM David Isaac, TM Joonie 
Nasmath and TM Roslyn Flory!

Westford University’s College has an abundance of talented students, and this com-
petition was just another opportunity to shine a light on that. As a participant myself, 
it’s easy to predict that the number of participants will increase every year. Since the members have been 
growing at an incredible rate, the future of the club is extremely bright!

I
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THE EVENT
OF A LIFETIME
EXPO 2020
"Connecting minds - Creating the Future"

he 1889 Exposition Universelle, threw light on the 
most beautiful structure of the time, The Ei�el 
Tower. It was constructed in light of the World 

Expo, held between 5th May 1889 to 31st October 1889 and 
is regarded as one of the most iconic moments in the 
world expo history. 

The Expo 2020 represents unprecedented opportunities 
for all members of the international community to come 
together and exhibit their contributions towards creat-
ing a bigger tomorrow. Under the theme “Connecting 
Minds, Creating the Future”, Expo 2020 brings together 
participants to celebrate success, showcase achieve-
ments, share knowledge, inspire ideas and discuss 
inventive solutions for the challenges we all face. This 
event will be a significant milestone for UAE in creating a 
better tomorrow, and providing a platform for opportu-
nities and growth. 

I had a great time at Expo2020 and it was worth  every 
penny. I had the pleasure of exploring many countries as 
each pavilion has its own theme. There is always some-
thing to get excited about, whether you want to explore 
business opportunities, channel your creativity, taste a 
world of flavors, or unleash your inner techie. EXPO 2021 
has taken Dubai to the next level.

The new District 2020 aims to become a dynamic space 
for innovation, collaboration and aspiration within 
Dubai's knowledge economy, an important element of 
the UAE's Vision. The Expo is likely to increase employ-
ment and growth in the long run. The event is expected 
to add AED 122.6 billion to the UAE economy between 
2013 and 2031, supporting 905,200 job/year contributing 
1.5 percent to the country's GDP during the event's 
six-month run, according to an independent report 
published by global consultancy EY.

Small and medium-sized enterprises 
(SMEs) have received a total of AED 3.41 
billion as a result of Expo. This is an exam-
ple of how UAE hopes to foster innovation 
and support the small business sector - a 
vital growth engine.

Expo 2020 demonstrates that each of us 
has an opportunity to change the world for 
the better. The Expo 2020 also provides 
UAE with a great opportunity to inspire 
and empower millions of visitors. For 
instance, through the “Sustainability Pavil-
ion”, visitors will experience an emotional 
journey that addresses the negative envi-
ronmental impact humankind has on the 
planet and encourages them to make 
changes in their own lives. Whereas, the 
“Opportunity Pavilion” will demonstrate 
the power of our collective actions to 
develop unprecedented possibilities for 
humanity. Globally, Expo 2020 proves that 
every one of us can make a di�erence 
because small actions, when pooled 
together, can have a significant impact on 
making the world a better place.

A critical element of this legacy is the 
opportunity Expo 2020 provides to engage 
young minds by inviting the UAE education 
community to participate in thematic trips 
that promote the global vision of Expo 
2020. Right now, the Emiratization strate-
gy is encouraging UAE nationals to play 
pivotal roles in successful implementation 
of Expo 2020.

A must visit event for an experience of a 
lifetime! 

T
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Our students share
their experience of Expo 2020

This was my first visit and I am very 
happy to  be a part of the event. The 
Expo-2020 is a must-see event for all 
of us. As a result, we gained insight 
into each country's future plans. The 
opening of the Indian pavilion was 
also on the same day, so I met busi-
nessman M.A. Yousuf Ali, Minister 
Piyush and Bollywood film actor Vivek 
Oberoi. In Norway, Belarus, and Palestine pavilions, they 
explained their plans for the future. One of the best parts of 
the event that day was the traditional dance of Saudi Arabia, 
which was very entertaining. The Al Wasl plaza at the Expo 
was a must-see, and the reverse waterfall was amazing. It 
was built using the latest technology. I want to go back and 
learn more about the expo.

Jasir Jaleel Bammani
BA (Hons) in Business
with International Business, LJMU

Expo2020 was a 
great experience. 
I had only a few 
minutes to see 
some pavilions 
but it’s worth 
every penny. 
Each and every 
pavilion has their 
own themes and no pavilion is the 
same as the other.  There’s always 
something to get excited about, wheth-
er you are looking for business oppor-
tunities, or want to channel your 
creativity, dive into a world of flavors or 
unleash your inner techie. Dubai has 
entered the future because of EXPO 
2021.

Mohammed Irfan
BA (Hons) in Business
with Marketing, LJMU
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WEQUIZ

WeQuiz started with an 
objective to engage with 
students and increase their 
knowledge while making 
the learning process fun 
and rewarding. The compe-
tition is open not only to 
Westford students but also 
to learners from other 
universities and schools. 
This year, over 700 people 
participated in the weekly 
online quiz that resulted in 
8 winners. Each winner 
received AED 100 Noon 
voucher as a prize. Here’s 
what our winners had to say 
about WeQuiz.

WEQUIZ 2021

The competition was very simple to participate in, I wasn’t very sure of 
winning the competition but wanted to test my luck either way. To 
know that I’ve won feels great and surprising at the same time. I would 
love to participate in future WeQuiz as well.

Ibrahim Mulla
(Non Westfordian)

Thank you, Westford University College, for selecting me as the winner 
of week 02. I am delighted to win this competition. I highly appreciate 
the opportunity to participate as it helped boost my confidence. The 
quiz was splendid and precise, allowing us to apply the knowledge 
gained in our life. 

Muhsina Mohammed Salim
(Non Westfordian)

Every week 2
lucky winners
will win GIFT

VOUCHER

100
AED

www.mywestford.com
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Joining Westford MBA Lead-
ers Toastmasters Club has 
to be one of the best deci-
sions I've made this year 
as it has allowed me to 
broaden my horizon, inter-
act with people from diverse 
cultures, enhance my writing 
and speaking skills. It has been an amazing journey 
so far and was a great surprise when I received a 
certificate for Best Speaker - Prepared Speech and 
also best table topic speech alongside a co-Toast-
master. Nevertheless, the feedback from the evalu-
ators has been helpful to shape my journey and I 
have no doubt it's going to keep getting better. I 
look forward to the Toastmasters journey.

- Richmond Carlos
(Toastmaster)

MBA LEADERS TOASTMASTERS CLUB 

The Westford MBA Leaders 
Toastmasters Club was a 
long awaited and thrilling 
experience to upskill my 
Public Speaking Skills. We 
all have a fear of talking in 
front of big crowds especially 
if we aren’t ready for it and 
Toastmasters club helps overcome those fears as it 
o�ers a great opportunity to interact with other 
motivated people looking to enhance their skills as 
well and all that while enjoying the process and the 
di�erent roles being impersonated. What makes 
this even more special is that it's Westford’s first 
ever MBA Leaders Club, so it is a great privilege to 
be among the very first members of this great club.

- Ashraf Hassan Osman Ahmed
(Sergeant At Arms)

oastmasters Club is a nonprofit 
organization designed to help 
individuals become better com-

municators through leadership training 
and public speaking practice by bring-
ing individuals together in groups  
within a vicinity! 

While Westford is already proud of its 
ongoing and active Toastmasters club 
among the bachelor students, we now 
have another feather in the cap - the 
newly added ‘MBA Leaders Toastmas-
ters Club’! This is an exclusive club for 
our MBA students across the globe. 

It was indeed a proud moment to see 
our very own students set in motion 
what turned out to be a well-organized, 
coordinated and the very first MBA 
Leaders Toastmasters virtual meeting. 

The meeting begun with the Toastmas-
ter of the Day [TMOD] Sivakumar Iyer 
introducing the underlying theme for 
the Meeting - “Inspiration” with a short 
yet brilliant speech that literally raised 
the Inspiration quotient. 

T Achala Gunasekara who played the role of the Word Master of the 
Day [WMOD] presented on the table a new Word of the Day – 
Prudent elucidating its meaning, synonyms and encouraged 
everyone present in the meeting to e�ectively use this new-learnt 
word in a sentence – ensuring thereby that we all added a new 
word to our own pocket dictionaries that day! He also engaged the 
audience with a thrilling Round-robin session which in its true 
essence is designed to help the Toastmasters sharpen their vocab-
ulary skills. Next up, Richmond Carlos Otu delivered his introduc-
tory yet a phenomenal Ice-breaker speech leaving the audience in 
awe. Captain Tony Amadi then graced the virtual platform with an 
exciting Table Topic session, yet again inspiring all the Toastmas-
ters to participate. Ebenezer Kojo Danquah, playing the role of a 
timer, precisely informed his fellow Toastmasters the exact 
minutes and seconds each participant took in their respective 
speeches.
  Ashraf Osman then played a dual role of the Ah Counter and the 
Grammarian, accurately identifying the number of times the 
Toastmasters used filler words and any grammatical errors that 
were made throughout the meeting. The Best Ice Breaker Speech 
was then awarded to Richmond Carlos and the best Table Topics 
Speaker was a tie between two equally deserving Toastmasters - 
Ashraf Osman and Richmond Carlos. Digital Certificates were then 
awarded to each participant who were chosen through a voting 
process by their fellow Toastmasters. Oh, we must say that recog-
nizing the best deserving speech among the speakers required our 
Toastmasters to exhibit their PRUDENENCE which they rightly did!
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y journey with Westford has 
been amazing and one of the 
memorable moments in my 

life. It wasn’t an easy path to take, espe-
cially when you’re working full time. 
Commitment, persistence, and family 
support are what you’ll require to turn 
this dream into a reality. In addition, 
the support provided by Westford made 
the entire journey a smooth process.

The lecturers were extremely profes-
sional with a strong academic back-
ground. In answering questions posed 
by participants, they exhibited depth 
and breadth of knowledge. All this rein-
forces the impression that they are a 
team of highly competent lecturers. 

MBA is the perfect tool for any manager 
who wants to improve business by 
adapting to modern challenges and 
preparing for rapidly changing busi-
ness conditions. Training is dynamic 
and proactive with many practical 
examples in real-life business scenari-
os.

The program has added a new dimen-
sion to my leadership style and given 
me the focus I need to address the 
broader challenges, without getting 
bogged down in overly technical detail. 
It has given me a new perspective, 
allowed me to approach challenges 
di�erently, and has shown me how my 
role fits within the wider business.

ALUMNI DIASPORA

MY MBA HAS ADDED A
NEW DIMENSION TO MY
LEADERSHIP STYLE

Robinson Joseph

Cardi� Metropolitan University, MBA

Irrespective of my personal and business experi-
ence, I can say that the experience I gained from 
this  course and during our discussions opened 
new horizons and inspired a di�erent perspective.

So, if you have a dream, want to get an additional 
qualification, learn, and put models in practice, 
then look no further. Join Westford!

M
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STUDENT VOICE

WESTFORD IS UNPARALLELED TO
ANY OTHER UNIVERSITY IN THE UAE

hy did you choose to study at 
Westford University College?

Westford university college was intro-
duced to me by my elder sister, who did 
her bachelor’s at Westford. She started a 
successful career after the completion of 
her bachelor’s degree and always 
believed Westford played a huge role in 
her success. After completion of my 
school, I wasn’t sure that I would follow 
the same footstep as my sister. After 
researching online and speaking with 
the students at the university, I was 
confident that joining Westford would be 
the best option. The university a�liation 
with UK institutes was the cherry on top.

Which activities in the classroom do 
you enjoy the most?

The spacious classrooms are unique and 
second to none, students from around 
the world gather under one roof, inter-
acting with each other and educating 
themselves. Where do students find 
classes equipped with the most recent 
technology? A fun recreational room 
with billiards, table tennis, air hockey, 
you name it. Look no further, it's all at 
Westford!

How is Westford di�erent from other 
universities?

Westford is unparalleled to any other 
university in the UAE, every student 
regardless of their background is treated 
similarly, the fee structure compared to 
other institutes is reasonable, and the 
faculty are as good, if not better than 
other universities.

How would you describe the college atmosphere?

The campus itself is amazing, purposeful, and fulfills 
every need of the students. They’ve got a cafeteria, an 
indoor football, basketball courts, and much more. 
Lastly, the most important thing is the positive and 
supportive environment. The college atmosphere is 
very welcoming and supports students each step of 
their way.

How has your learning experience been so far?

My learning experience so far has been amazing. 
Participating in the Young Business Leadership 
Program was one of the greatest learning experienc-
es in my life. I have learned how to manage my stud-
ies and work together. The soft skills session taught 
me self-care and how to find one's inner strength. I 
am looking forward to learning a lot more at West-
ford university college.

W

Syeda Aisha Hussain
BSc in Computing, LJMU
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FASHION DESK

Riya Vaya
HND in Art and Design (Fashion)

COMFORT IS CONFIDENCE!
ashion is an art that we experiment on ourselves to 
look and feel good. So how is looking and feeling 
good connected? For starters, looking good helps us 

feel confident. The confidence gained by dressing up for 
an occasion is unmatchable. This not only sets the mood 
for the occasion but also changes other's perception of you 
and as a bonus, you might be treated better. Yet one 
important aspect that is often left behind while following 
the current trends and styles is comfort. 

Every individual has their style and comfort and will only 
be confident if these two aspects are combined. There are 
di�erent styles of clothes for each body type and each 
individual will have their own preference. The main 
elements of fashion are being unique, having our style 
while following trends, and being comfortable in what you 
wear. When you are comfortable, you feel confident, so 
love what you wear and see how your confidence soar!

F
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oetry I believe is the most expressive form of art, it gives you the power to 
write down the most absurd and un-noticeable things in life. My poetry 
journey started when I began to write down my feelings, my thoughts, and 

my ideas. It took me some time to notice that my poem was rhyming which 
added more essence to its meaning.

I used to think that poems show the vulnerability of a person as it talks about 
writer’s experience or flaws. But what if vulnerability and experience is not a 
weakness? Rather a supernatural power that keeps you from seeing and noticing 
things that people don’t tend to notice.

Being at Westford University has helped me hone this passion. My friends 
supported and pushed me to develop my talent in writing poetry. The people at 
Westford are like family, and I am happy to call it my second home.

PASSIONATE ABOUT POETRY

The first stanza is about the belief that nature 
and human beings are interconnected, every-
thing that nature experiences, we humans expe-
rience it too.

The poem talks about the spring season where 
the flowers and buds are seen to be blooming 
and growing, the same kind of experience a child 
goes through when he starts walking or talking. 
The poem goes on by talking about the opportu-
nities and challenges in the path of a child who is 
now a teenager and through these experiences 
he will groom into the person he would want to 
be. This can be compared with the intensity of 
the rainfall and depending on its intensity, these 
plants will grow in a certain way.

The poem ends by giving emphasis on the nega-
tive aspects of life where one may not be able to 
get the life they imagined, be it because of heart-
break, loss of job, or any of the aspect that 
increases depression in a person's mind. Always 
remember that no matter how many positives or 
negatives experience you face in life, like the 
seasons changing from time to time, you must 
cherish whatever comes in your life. I PROMISE 
THAT ALL WILL BE FINE ONE DAY.

POEM – SEASONAL BEINGS

Christarios Blaise Oliveira

BA (Hons) in Business
with Marketing - LJMU

P

CREATIVE CORNER
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uba’s national day was always one of my favourite holidays as a 
child. On July 26th, 1953, our country gained its independence 
under the leadership of Fidel Castro. To celebrate this day, the 

CDR (The defense committee of the Cuban Revolution) organizes a social 
event in which people come together for a traditional cook-o�. One of 
the dishes in the bu�et is the famous Cuban Cardosa. This dish consists 
mainly of meat broth, Caribbean vegetables, and spices which give a very 
rich flavour. The night before the big event, the heads of each household 
meet with the CDR members to select the cook and the event organizer.

On the night of 26th July, all streets are closed with campfires burning bright on the narrow asphalt 
flooring. Banter and dialogues can be heard from a distance. There is music, there is laughter, most 
importantly there is unity. The streets are filled with patriotic banners and TV announcements can be 
heard throughout the day. After a long night of munching and dancing, every Cuban goes back home with 
a wide smile. Some of us, like me, prefer to walk to the corniche at midnight for the occasional fireworks. 
These fireworks light up Havana on a summer evening.

Being here at Westford University College as a Cuban National didn't feel much di�erent from being in 
my home country in Cuba. I have a lot of friends and people in the University have always treated me like 
family. My experience at Westford is something I will carry and hold on to forever.

NATIONAL DAY
CELEBRATIONS IN
OCTOBER
CUBA

Gabriela Arencibia Bruno

BA (Hons) in Business
with International Business

Management, LJMU

C

NATIONAL DAY
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Mary Aworetan

MBA – Cardi� Metropolitan
University

very year, October 1st 
is considered a 
national holiday, and 

several activities are planned 
across the nation to cele-
brate Nigeria’s Independence 
and remember our past 
heroes. There is always a 
national address by the 
President; there are parades 
by the military and the 
general population including 
the school children. In each 
state, these parades are held 
in sports stadiums or open 
fields. There are also very 
colorful displays by several cultural troops. However, the last 
two years have seen a reduction of these activities due to the 
Covid – 19 pandemics. Nigerians are proud of their heritage 
and despite the economic downturn, we always look forward 
to celebrating the nation’s Independence Day

E

s a nation, this day 
serves as a time for 
reflection and 

assessment. Since it is a 
public holiday, people take 
the opportunity to rest 
from the usual daily 
activities and have a little 
leisure time.

In the early morning 
hours after the President's  
Address, there would be 
parades and displays of 
di�erent cultures in 
various locations. People would march on the streets in 
green and white clothes, and sing the national anthem. 

For me personally, I am grateful to be able to celebrate our 
rich and diverse culture on this special day. It brings back 
the realization that irrespective of our di�erent languages, 
backgrounds, and cultures, we stand united. We are one 
blessed Nigeria, and we are all responsible for the growth 
and development of our country. I get to spend time with 
my family, meet up with some friends, and just enjoy being 
a Nigerian on this day!

NATIONAL DAY

NIGERIA

Arinze Anthony Mbanusi
SQA - CMU
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NATIONAL DAY

he German Unit Day (Tag der Deutschen Einheit) is annually held 
on October 3rd to mark the anniversary of the nation’s unifica-
tion. It marks the occasion when the Federal Republic and the 

Democratic Republic of the country o�cially united to create one single, 
federal Germany on October 3, 1990.

A so-called Buergerfest is held for 2 weeks, where di�erent states show 
important projects at the Unification Exposition. They mainly present 
topics on sustainability, environment, digitalization, culture, and 
science. The celebrations are hosted by a major city, usually the capital 
of one of the 16 states. Unfortunately, due to the pandemic, the Burger-
fest could not be held in 2021.

The highlights of the celebrations are the holy mass which is held in various important churches in the 
country, as well as several speeches delivered by di�erent politicians including the Chancellor. In addi-
tion, this historical event is celebrated with a three-day festival in Berlin. Various stages are hosting live 
bands and stands that sell food, drinks, and sweets. The 3rd of October is Germany´s most important 
national holiday and its purpose is to create a sense of union and togetherness of the people. Much like 
what is seen at Westford University College, despite most of us coming from a di�erent background or 
country, there is a feeling of togetherness and bonding that makes us all feel at home.

GERMANY

Eva Baur
MBA in HR & Organizational

Psychology, UCAM
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CERTIFICATION CEREMONY

'GRADUATES OF SEPTEMBER 2021'

CONGRATULATIONS!!
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Wardah Faruqui
Admissions Executive

Imagine a world where status title, and perceived worth don't matter. You com-
pete in nostalgic childhood games to beat your opponents and come out as 
millionaires. Sounds ideal, doesn’t it? But there’s a catch, your opponent losing 
to you means their imminent demise. This is the basis for Netflix’s new South 
Korean number 1 drama series Squid Game. A dark social satire that has 
gripped audiences worldwide. But what is it about Squid Game that has so many 
‘suctioned’ to their seats?

MEDIA RECOMMENDATION

Netflix Review 

SQUID GAME

This show takes the players on a 
journey that is created com-
pletely out of their own volition. 
They all chose to be there 
willingly in that dire situation 
where they play to win and 
survive. The irony here is that 
the lives they lived in the ‘real’ 
world was somehow worse than 
the Battle Royale hellscape they 
find themselves in. Despite this, 
viewers find themselves emo-
tionally invested whether it’s 
towards Ali, the immigrant 
factory worker with a heart of 
gold, or Gi-Hun, a divorced 
father who’s also a pathological 
gambler. This may be because of 
the frustrating realism hidden 
behind the depiction of inequal-
ity or how the rich can 
miniplate the poor simply for 
their amusement.

Squid Game is driven by 
intense, heart-stopping, 
gut-wrenching moments, and 
combine that with electric 
performances by the cast, you 
have a narrative masterpiece. 
The pacing and cli�angers 
make the show absurdly addic-
tive, wholly unpredictable, and 
ideal for ‘binging’ on a Thursday 
evening.
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NEW WESTFORDIANS
ON THE BLOCK

Ms. Victoria Lowe
Fashion Design Faculty & Industry Outreach

Mantra @ Work     :

Quote you live by  :

Creative Vent         :

Our intentions create our reality

“Give me time and I'll give you a revolution.”
– Alexander McQueen

Making costume and fashion

EDITORIAL  BOARD MEMBERS 

Libin Mathew Meera Ravindran Ryan Garcia Divya Nair Raya Yamazaki

CONTENT MANAGEMENT TEAM 

Sahar Salim

Sakeena Mohammad
Content Editor

Hanil Haridas
Managing Editor

Sufia Munir
Editor in Chief 

WELCOME ONBOARD


